N

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/09/10 : CIA-RDP09-00997R000100240004-9 =" ~""""""

r——m et

REFERENCES TO DRAFT CABLE HAND-CARRIED TO STATE

TO BE CABLED VIA STATE TO BELJING EMBASSY

Chlopiae szx%ﬁw ‘

.377/1/’}7/




A Ve“

. i \ 3 o ‘.’ o T =7 N 4 -
Decla§sified in Pa{rt - Sanitized Co’py Approved for Release 2013/09/10 : CIA-RDP09-00997R000100240004-9

A ( | - . | DRAFT ,
. . 1 : i ' 3 November 1981
i . ) ]

¥ N

,"-“\_‘_‘

REF: - BELJING 11917 FBIS HK260744  BEIJING 11176  BEIJING 11753

;Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/09/10 : CIA-RDP09-00997R000100240004-9



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Relea

X

se 2013/09/10 :

CIA-RDP09-

00997R000100240004-9

RS

>

it im BIT R
it i VI
CONFIDENTIAL
= SEO2Z OCT =1 '
FREAMEMERSSY FELJING '
TO RYUERFOC TS TREO RS .
“INFO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHIC £736 Cjégygggcz."
RUEHCR/AMCONSUL SHANGHAI S024
FLEHCR-AMCONSUL SUANGZHOU 3535 :
BT )
EZ1:
ZO0OMFIDENTTIGAL
LIMITED OFFICIAL UZE EEIJING 11917
ELEHSE PASS TO FEIS ANALYSIS GROUP.
TP DTt e—— e
THEE: PINTs ©H '
SWES: CRITICISN OF STALIN THE CHINES =
REF: FEIS K. chlUrdd o6 L ] S
EMEASSY TS INTERESTED IN CRITICAL REFERENCES TO STALIN

IM THE CHINESE MEDIA. WE NOTEs
MESERIZE MENTIONS MAO HAVING CRI
MAGNIFYING CLASS STRUGELE.
ERCKGROUND ON TREATMENT OF
CANMD A JUDGEMENT AS TO WHETHERs
SOMETHING IS EREWING
FREEMAN
HHMMN

IN THIZ ARER.

il

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Rele

FOR INSTAMCE. THAT REF
TICIZED ZTALIN FOR
COULD vOU PROVILE S U
STALIN IN THE CHINESE

ITH ZOME
MELIA

FREOM YOUR FERZPECTIVES,

SR N Rt ad i nd IS

ase 201 3/09/10 : CIA-RDP09-00997R000100240004-9



Declassmed in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/09/10 CIA-RDP09-00997R000100240004-9

I. 270ct81 PRC REGIONAL AFFAIRS R 1
NORTH REGION '

s CHEN WEIDA BAN YUE TAN ARTICLE ON RESOLUTION

HK260744 Tianjin RIBAO in Chinese 24 Sep 81 p 1
i [Article by Chen Weida [7115 0251 6671]: 'Study the Marxist Theory of Knowleage Through
the Resolution'] '

[Text] An article entitled "Study the Marxist Theory of Knowledge Through the Resolutionm,"
written by Chen Weida, first secretary of the Tianjin Municipal CCP Committee, will be
published in the No 18 issue of the BAN YUE TAN magazine to come out tomorrow. The following
is the full text of the article. ‘ :

criticize or wage struggles against other people's erroneous words or actions, and who do
not enthusiastically implement the party's line, principles and policies. When we ask them
why, they will say that our party has committed many mistakes so that as members of the
Communist Party, they lack assurance in trying to influence others. An important cause of
this thinking among these comrades is that they are not good at applying the Marxist theory
of knowledge in viewing mistakes and setbacks. Therefore, in studying the Resolution on . . ..
Certain Questions in the History of Our Party Since the Founding of the PRC, we must not
only clearly understand matters of right and wrong concerning major historical events, but
‘what is more important, we must study the Marxist stand, viewpoints and methods the
resolution embodies in its analysis of historical events, so that we can help some comrades
“free themselves from the fetters of idealism and metaphysics and consequently their confi-
dence in our party can be basically restored.

|
We can often find party members and cadres who lack vigor in their work, who dare not

What is the meaning of a mistake? One commits a mistake when one does not correctly under-
stand objective laws and work according to them. It is not easy to correctly understand
objective laws. 1In particular, it is an unprecedented undertaking in human history to’
practice socialism in a poor and backward country with a large population such as ours, and
therefore it is difficult for any political party or individual to absolutely and accurately
"comply with objective laws in all historical periods and in formulating all major policies.
Very often, the correct understanding and mastering of objective laws cannot be achieved in
only one or two rounds of practice. Consider the question of shifting the emphasis of our
work. More than once, we experienced setbacks in attempting to bring about this shift. The
first time we proposed it, it was not put into practice. The second time we did so, people's
attitudes toward it wavered and it was rejected. When this question was raised at the 3d
Plenary Session of the 11lth CCP Central Committee, it was already the third time. Thus, to
acquire knowledge about this question is not easy and involves a high price. The same is
true of the question of class struggle. Comrade Mao Zedong criticized Stalin for

magnifying class struggle. He also said that there are two categories of contradictions in
the socialist society, the majority of which being contradictions among the people, and that
large-scale and turbulent class struggles have basically ended. However, shortly afterward,
disruptions broke out in Poland and Hungary, a small number of rightists attacked our party,
and Khrushchev applied pressure on us. Consequently, within our party, people could not
arrive at a unified view on class struggle. In this complicated situation,| Comrade Mao

| Zedong put forth the ideas that class struggle must be stressed all the time, every day,

i every month and every year; that grasping class struggle was an effective solution to all
problems, that class struggle must be taken as the key link, and so on. = Consequently, class
struggle was magnified and the contradictions among ourselves were confused with those
between ourselves and the enemy. It is precisely by virtue of our past practice and the
lessons of our bitter experiences that we can now correctly understand and resolve this
question., In a certain sense, correct leadership often emerges out of mistakes (direct or
indirect ones).
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Our party committed the mistake of launching the "Great Cultural Revolution,' one which
affected our country on an overall scale, but our party also learned an extremely profound
lesson from this historical event. We have acquired knowledge from the bitter defeat and

have gradually come to discover the relevant laws. Now, we have attained an unprecedentedly
high level of understanding about socialist revolution and construction. Our party has

vigorously and correctly summed up the experience of the mistakes it committed. This

shows that our party is open and above board and has a high sense of responsibility toward
the people; that instead of being no longer great, glorious and correct, it is even more
so than before; and that instead of being incapable of exercising leadership, it has even
greater leadership ability. - This has been proved by past . history and current practice.

A review of our party's history reveals that our party committed many mistakes during the
democratic revolution period. The two gravest mistakes were Chen Duxiu's rightist
capitulationism and Wang Ming's leftist opportunism. The latter caused the Red Army to
dwindle from a force of 300,000 persons to around 30,000 persons and caused the party's
forces in the White area to be almost completely destroyed. Did our party become useless

‘because it committed those mistakes? History has proved that this was not so. Our party

continued to mature precisely amid mistakes and setbacks. After the Zunyi myeting, the.
rectification movement of 1942 and the adoption of the Resolution on Certain Historical
Questions in 1945, the level of ideology was raised and the understanding of party members
was unified, so that finally our party could lead the Chinese people to achieve victory
in-the democratic revolution.

- The same reasoning also applies to the current situation. Since the third plenary session

of the Central Committee, our party. has achieved tremendous successes in various aspects.
This shows that our party has really become more mature. For example, since the third
plenary session, there have been some controversies about our party's rural policies as
well as some resistance to implementing these policies. However, on the whole, these
policies have been implemented rather smoothly and within a short span of 2 years of more,
we have achieved great success which is acknowledged globally. It can be imagined that

if such policies were proposed before the "Great Cultural Revolution," the controversies
would have been much more acute and the resistance much stronger. The reason is. that the
"great Cultural Revolution'" caused enormous disruption to agricultural production, so that
people have gotten a deep impression of the harmful effects of leftist mistakes. Therefore,
from the viewpoint of historical development and the Marxist theory of knowledge, although
we paid an agonizingly high price in the "Great Cultural Revolution," today's progress in
people's understanding and development in national agricultural production constitute

a kind of compensation for that price. ‘ :

Chairman Mao said that under certain conditions, material things can become a spiritual
force or the other way around. Our 32 years of practice is a kind of material thing which
gives rise to a spiritual force when the practice is raised to the level of theory in writing
the resolution. It can be believed that the resolution will certainly become a huge
material force which will promote the vigorous development of our cause. In studying the
resolution, we must adopt the dialectical-materialist stand, viewpoint and method, sum

up the lessons of our own experiences of success and failure, continuously raise our own:
level of understanding, closely integrate the gist of the CCP Central Committee's directives
with the actual situation in Tianjin, and more resolutely and consciously implement the
line, principles and policies formulated by our party since the third plenary session.

We must eliminate all sentiments and thoughts of pessimism, dejection and unwillingness to
advance. We must rouse ourselves, temper our own revolutionary will and devote all our
strength to building our country into a modern socialist power.
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‘2e¢ SUMMARY: THE EMBASSY HAS.DBTAINED AN INTERNAL CHINESE
DOCUMENTY ON THE SOVIET UNION’S INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL
POLICIES WHICH coulLD HAVE MAJOR IMPLICATIONS FOR THE FUTURE
DIRECTION OF NDEVELOPMENTS INSIDE CHINA 'AS WELL AS FOR SIND=
SOVIET RELATIONS. THE DOCUMENT DECLARES THAT THE SOVIET
UNION IS NOT & SOCIALIST "COUNTRY BECAUSE. IT PURSUES

"SOCIAL JMPERIALISMn ABROAD AND- BECAUSE 1TS POWER STRUCTURE
AT HOME LACKS THE BASIC ELEMENTS OF wSOCLALIST DEMUCRALY,

ON HEAVY ‘MILITARY INDUSTRY .AND EXCESSIVE CENTRALIZATION

wDP EOWEQ IN THE -HANDS: OF A FEWS THIS OYSTEM WAS
~PER TED AND STRE ‘HRUSHCHEY AND BREZHNEV1

THE DOCUMENT .STTESs AND HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY ‘RELIANT

' ON FOREIGN EXPANSIONISM TO COMPENSATE FOR SEVERE INTERNAL

ECONOMIC CONTRADICTIONS. UNDER STALIN, KHRUSHCHEY AND

 BREZHEVs THME DOCUMENT ASSERTSs THE SOVIET UNION HAS _
" LEFT THE SOCIALIST ROAD IN POLITICAL scoNouxc‘TNU‘FUusleN

OLJICY AREAS, THE DOCUMENT - S THAJ] SOVIET HEGEMONY
IS BASED ON A HWISTORICAL TRADITION OF EXPANSIUNISH
UNDER THE RUSSTAN .CZAR COMBINED WITH THE NEED FOR THE
INTERNAL SOVIET BUREAUCRATIC POWER STRUCTURE TO PERPETUATE
ITSELF BY EXDANDING ABROAD.

3, THE ARTICLE REJECTS THE" CENTRALIZED! AUTHORITARIAN ‘POWER
STRUCTURE BUILT BY STALINs KHRUSCHEV AND BREZHMNEV IN THE
SOVIET UNION AND PROVIDES A PHILOSOPHICAL RATIONALE FOR
CHINA’S FUTURE ©pLITICAL AND ECONOMIC POLICIES,

IT SUGGESTS THAT THE PRAGMATISTS IN POWER TODAY IN CHINA
FAVOR THOSE THEORECTICIANS WHO HAVE SUPPORTED Q_EEEF
LJIBERAL MARXIST ADPROACH TO DISTRIBUTING

POWER IN £ SOCIALIST SOCIETYs STRUCTURING ECONUMIC

AND POLITICAL INSTITUTIONSs AND ORDERING PRIORITIES 1IN
ECONOMIC GODALS, THE EMBASSY 1S PREPARING_A CHINA

ESSAY WHICH WILL DEAL MORE COMPREHENSIVELY wlTH THIS ISSUE.
END Y

4., THE EMBASSY HAS OBTAINED AN INTERNAL DOUCUMENT :ENTITLED»
THE ORIGINS OF SOVIET HEGEMONISM." THE DOCUMENT 1S BASED DN
A LECTURE GIVEN TO GRADUATE STUDENTS AND PROFESSORS IN THE

CONFIDENTIAL
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BEIJING UNIVERSITY ECONDMICS DEPARTMENT BY THE FORMEK
DIRECTOR OF SOV!EY AND EASTERN EUROPEAN AFFALRS 1IN THE
CHINESE COMMUNIST PAR,, ENTRAL COMMITTEE’S INTERNATIONAL G b et
v WHE LECTURE wAS SUBSEGUENTLY PRINTEU
AND AND oxsrpIBurgo‘A”“"” "UNIVERSITY’S GKADUATE SCHOUOL
ECONOMIC STUDENTS AND PROFESSORSe IT HAS NOT

BEEN PUBLISHED 0OrR REPORTED IN THE PRESS, THE AUTHOR IS

CURRENTLY THE DIRECTOR OF THE ACADEmMYy OF SCIENCE’S

INSTITUTE FOR SOVIETY .AND EASTERN EURQOPEAN STUDIES. ;4;/

HIS FORMER PARTY AND CURRENT ®“ACADEMIC" POSITIONS

MAKE THE DOCUMENT AN AUTHORITATIVE VIEw OF SOVIET

JINTERNAL AND EXTERNAL POLICIES.

S¢ THE MOST STRIKING FEATURE OF THE DOCUMENT 1S 178§
APPRAISAL OF THE SOVIET UNION AS AN UNREALENTING
IMPERIALISTIC POWER DRIVEN BY INTERNAL ECONOMIC
CONTRADICTIONS AND A TYRANNICAL PO®ER STRUCTURE.
STALINy JT CLAIMS, "DESTROYED THE ROOTS OF SOCIALISM™
IN THE USSR. KHRUSCHEV AND BREZHNEV FOLLOWED UP

. STALIN’S FOREIGN POLICY OF "GREAT PUWER CHAUVINISNo®

"ITH A FOREIGN DOLICY OF HEGEMONISM, THE SOVIET
UNIONs THE DOCUMENT CHARGES "HAS BECOME AN IMPERIAL]IST
COUNTRY WITH STATE MONOPOLIES. THIS 1S SOCIAL
iMPERIALISM. po———am— -

6¢ THE TERM ®»SOCTIAL IMPERIALISM" WAS AN IMPORTANTvFAR?

OF BEIJING’S CHARACTERIZATION OF THE SOVIET UNIDN AFTER
THE INVASION OF CZECHOSLAVAKIA AND BEFORE THE DEATH

OF MAOs A PERIDD. WHEN SINDO~SOVIET POLEMICAL EXCHANGES
WERE SUSTAINED aND SHRILL. LIKE THE RECENT RE=APPRAJISAL
OF MAD’S CONTRIBUTIONSs THE TREATMENT OF THIS SUBJECT
REFLECTS BEIJING’S NEw WILLINGNESS TO DEAL ®WITH DIFFICULT
IDEOLOGICAL ISSUES. THE REASSERTION DOF THE LABEL "SOCIAL
IMPERIALISM® AnND THE ATTENOANT CONDEMNATION OF

SOVIEY INTERNAL POLICIES AS NON=SOCIALIST RE-AFFIRMS

THE IDEOLDGICAl N_AS ONE ASPECT OF THE,
" EGIC, TERRLIORIAL s AND. ?¢59 vvﬁ}'

RANGE OF POLITJCAL -
PSYCHOLOGJICAL D IFFERENCES BETWEEN THE SOVIET UNION
AND CHINA, NOTABLY. THE DOCUMENT REJECTS THE TERM MREVISION= kad{ ¢

IST" WHICH THE CHINESE USED IN THE 60°S TO CHARACTERIZE
THE ALLEGED RESTORATION OF CAPITALISM IN THE USSR,

CONFIDENTIAL. o ' 'QK &§J@$
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7 THE LENGTHY TREATMENT oF THE SOVIET UNION'’S °
DEPARTURE FROM THE SOCIALIST PATH IN INTERNAL AND
EXTERNAL POLICIES AND ITS DENUNCIATION OF SOVIET
LEADERS INCLUDING STALIN HAVE NOT YET SURFACED IN THE
CHINESE PUBLIC MEDIA. THEIR APPEARANCE IN THIS FORM,
HMOWEVERs INDICATES THA1 THE PARTY LINE MAY NUw BE

ESTABLISHED. THEY COINCIDE WITH THE VIEWS W E
HEARD IN PRI "FROM CHINESE ACA ICS AND MARXIST
A

.THEDRISTS. INCLUDING LI SHENGZHIe+ DIRECTIO

AMERICAN INSTYIT ND A LEADING MEMBER OF THE MARx‘

LENINIST INSTITUTE. SEEDAGE INTO THE PUBLIC DOMAIN.
"MORE FORTHQ]GHT puBLIC PRESENTATIUN DF THEIR
THESls MAY NOT BE. FAR AWAY.;

8o IT IS NOTEWORTHY. IN THIS REGARD THAT MOSCOW HAS

LONG DENDUNCED CHINA'S OWN' INTERNAL SOCl1AL AND :ECONOMIC

POLICIES., THE SOVIET MEDIA» HOWEVERs MAVE . -~

DEPICT CHINA Ac 4 NONASOCIALLSI COUNTRYs ALTHOUGH
SOVIET THEORETICAL JOURNALS ARE WARNING THAT THE
APPEARANCE OF CAPITALIST INFLUENCES 1IN CHINA .

COULD "GEY OUT OF HAND" IF ALLOWED To DEVELOP FURTHER.

S, ANOTHER Norswonruv FEATURE OF THE DOCUMENT 1S

THE UNDERCURRENT OF FEAR -REGARDING SOVIETY MILITARY
INTENTIONS TOWARD CHINA. THE .DOCUMENT MAKES IT

CLEAR THAT CHINESE ‘FEARS HAVE BEEN KEPT ALIVE BY

THE CONTINUING SOVIEY MILITARY BUILD UP ON THE SINO=
SOVIET BORDER IN MONGOLIA AND SIBERIAs THE SOVIET
INVASION OF AFGHANISTANs AND THE SOVIET USE OF
VIETNAM AND POTENTIALLY INDIA TO ENCIRCLE CHINA,

THE DOCUMENT CHARACTERIZES THE SOVIET AGGRESSIVE

LEADER, OR TO MISTAKES MADE OVER A PARTICULAR PERIOD

THRUST IN. THE wORLD AS NOT LINKED TO ANY INDIVIDUAL vrb}gb- 17

OF TIME RUT RATHER A NG _TERM & SIEN
MOVING INEXOPABLY FORWARD, LIU’S ATTENTION TO THE
SOVIET EMPHASIS ON SIBERIA DURING THE BREZHNEV ERA

AS "OF MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE IN FACING CHINA®™ REVEALS
BEIJING’S SENSITIVITY TO THE LONG TERM STRATEGIC
IMPLICATIONS OF SIBERIAN DEVELOPMENT THAT RARELY
APPEARS IN CHINESE PUBLIC OR EVEN PRIVATE COMMENT.
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10, THE DDCUMENT PRESENTS A DRAMATIC ESCALATIUN QOF
THE CHINESE CRITICISM OF STALIN., IT NOTES STALIN’S
“GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS® BETWEEN 1928 AND 1940 IN
INDUSTRIALIZING THE SOVIET UNION AND LAYING THE:
FOUNDATIONS FOR VICTORY IN WORLD WAR Il: BUT IT
ATTACKS STALIN FoR DESTROYING THE PARTY AND SOVIET
"CEGAL SYBTEMs# AND INSTITLTING ONE=MAN RULE+ MORE
STGNIFICANT 70 THE WAIN THESEISs 17 CHARGES STALIN
WITH CREATING A_E AUCRATIC POWER _STR\
"GREAT ENIL® THAT HaS BEEN PERPETUATED AND | STRENGTHENED
BY HIS HEIRSs wHO WAVE UTILIZED IT Fcn_gégkggléiégkmh

= (' SOVIET UNION AND FOR_EXPANSION

ABORAD, IN A RguApKAaLs ASIDEs LIU NDTES THAT
THE wORKERS OF POLAND HAVE RISEN UP AGAINST SIMILAR ]
EXPLOITATION By THE POLISH BUREAUCRATIC POWER STRUCTURES

11, ALTHOUGH NOT DIRECTLY ADDRESSEDs THERE IS AN
UNMISTAKABLY CLEAR ANALOGY BETWEEN MAQ’S STYLE OF
LEADERSHIP DURING THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION AND STALIN’S
_MISTAKES IN INTERNAL POLICY. THE DOCUMENT CLAIMS
“THAT SOVIET SUCCESSORS TO STALIN HAD THE

SAME OPTIONS AS DID MAO’S SUCCESSORS: RETURNING 10
GENUINE SOCIALISM DR CONTINUING ON THE

BATH TOWARD NON=Z0CIALISM. KHRUSHCHEV AND EAAO‘} LIV
CHARGESy TDOK THE LATER COURSEM

12+, THE DOCUMENT CONCLUDES 8Y ADVOCATING THAT CHINA w
“THROW OFF THE FETTERS®™ OF THE SOVIET MODEL»s PROCEED

ACCORDING TD CHINA’S REAL SITUATION® AND CONSTRUCT :A

"CHINESE STYLE SOCIALIST ROAD," IT CaALLS FOR A RESOLUTE

STRUGGLE AGAINST THE USSRs "THIS HEGEMUONGISTICs

IMPERIALISTIC COUNTRY WEARING SOCIALISTY CLOTHESs "

AND DECLARES THAT SOVIET POLICIES MAKE. AN IMPRUVEMENT

IN SIND=SOVIETY QELATIONS IMQOSSIB%g&

——

13. LIU’S THESIS PROVIDES A PHILOSOPHICAL RATIONAL FOR
THE FUTURE DIRECTION OF CHINA’S POLITICAL AND

ECONOMIC POLICIES. ITS PROMULGATION» ALTHOUGH STILL TO
A RESTRICTED AUDIENCEs SUGGESTS THAT THE PRAGMATISTS .
IN POWER TODAY FAVOR THOSE THEORETICIANS wHO

HAVE ARGUED FOR MORE LIBERAL MARXIST APPROACH TO
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DISTRIBUTING POweR IN A SOCIALIST SOCIETYs STRUCTURING
ECONDOMIC AND POLITICAL INSTITUTIONSs AND ORDERING
PRIDRITIES IN ECONDMIC GOALS. g

14, EMBASSY IS chHING TO THE DEPARTMENT AN AIRGRAM
WITH MORE DETAILS OF LIU’S ARTICLE AND ENCLOSING A COPY
‘OF THE CHINESE TEXT.

HUMMEL .

END OF MESSAGE ' CONFIDENTIAL
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SOVIET MUODELs MOVES TOWARD ITS OwN BRAND UF
NSIND=COMMUN I SMT

REFS BEIJING 11176 (NDTAL)
le C = ENTIﬁEjTEXTV

2. SUMMARY: THE CWINESE APPEAR TO BE PUTTING

TOGETKER &N JIDEOLOGICAL BOMEs ALTHOUGH THEY DISCLAIM
ANY INTENTION poF w OBBING IT INTO THE MEN’S ROOM

AT THE KREMLIN® TN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE.

JUDGING BY THE Ag YET UNPUBLISHED SPEECH (REPURTED
REFTEL) BY L1U KEMINGs DIRECTUR OF THE INSTITUTE

OF SOVIET AFFAIPS, THE .ATTACK ON SOVIET SUCIETY

FROM STALIN TO THE PRESENT IS5 NOT SIMPLY A NEUTRON
DEVICE VAPDRIZING INDIVIDUALS AND LEAVING MARX]ST=
LENINIST STRUCTURES UNDAMAGED. INSTEADs THE TREATISE
BLASTS AwAY AT STALIN=CONSTRUCTED BUREAUCRATIC
STRUCTURES AS THE ROOT CAUSE OF THE DEATH OF

SOCIALISM IN THE USSR AND OF SOVIET EXPANSIONISM,

THE IMDLICATIONS OF LIU’S ANALYSIS FOR CHINA’S

OwN POLITICAL AND -ECONOMIC STRUCTURES ARE OBVIOUS

AND POTENTIALLY FAR REACHINGe CHINESE MARXIST THEORE=
TICIANS PRIVATELY CONFIRM STALIN’S 1DEOLOGICAL DEM]ISE -
HERE, THEY REJECT THE SOVIET MODEL CONSTRUCTED OVER
THE PAST SIXTY YEARS AND FAVOR INSTEAD A "CHINESE
STYLE SOCIALIST ROADe"™ THEY STATE THAT THE CHINESE ARE
STUDYING YUGODSLAV AND HUNGARIAN EXPERIMENTS AS _
POSSIBLY APPLICARLE 7O CHINA. ON LEADING THEORETICIAN
JOKED ThAT CHRINA’S OWN DEVELOPING ROAD CUULL BE CALLED
POENGISM" WITH DRAGMATISM AS THE GUIDING LIGHT,.

THE ULTIMATE CANFIGURATION OF "SIHU=COMMUNISM"

APPEARS STILL IN DDUBTs EVEN IN THE MINDS OF ITS #
LEADIKG ADVOCATES,., IT IS NEVERTHELESS CLEARy HUWEVERS
THAT THE CHINESE ORDERING OF NATIONAL PRIORITIES 10
EMPMASIZE LIGHT IwDUSTRYs CCONSUMER GOODS AND L1IVING STANDAKDS
AS WEL| AL BADTYCAL DECENTRALLIZATIUN OF THE ECUNCMmY

— -

. _AND THE UPENING OF THE POLITICAL PRUCESS 10 NUN=

)

COMMUNISYT (BUT NOT ANTI=COMMUNIST) ELEMENTS ALL
NEDACT F20nICALLY FROM THE C(OMDREHMENSTIVE TOTALITAFIAN

ooe e e

CONTROLS wHICH WAVE CHARACTERIZED THE SOVIET MODEL.

CONFIODENTI1AL.
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END SUMMARY.,

3., FOR THIRTEEN YEARS BEFORE THE DEATH OF MADs BEILlJING
REGULARLY CASTIGATED THE USSR AS A "REVISIONIST STATEI®

BUT wITH THEIR OwN POST=MAO REFORMS STRESSING INCENTIVES
AND PKROFIT=AND=L0SS ACCOUNTABILITYs THE CHINESE DROPPED THE
SUBJECT. STILL THE QUESTION NAGGED: COULD THE SOVIET UN;ON
AS A "SOCIAL=IMPERIALIST" POWER IRRETRIEVABLY BENT ON WOURLD
HEGEMONYs STILL BE A "SOCIALIST" COUNTRY?

a4, IN/1G79, A GROUP OF CHINESE SCHOLARS IN HEILONGJIANG
PUBLISHED AN ARTICLE IN A& LOCAL JOURNAL THAT CUNCLUDED

THAT SINCE PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OF THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION

STILL EXISTED IN THE SOVIET UNIONs IT REMAINED A SOCIALIST
COUNTRY DESP1ITE 17S EXPANSIONIST POLICY. BEIJING QUICKLY
REBUKED THESE ACADEMI1CSs AND DENG X1AQPING AND OTHER CHINESE
UFFICIALS IN PRIVATE INTERVIEWS ASSERTED THAT THE SOVIE]
UMION %28 NOT 2 SOCIALIST COUNTRY, LIU KEMING SPECIFICALLY
ASSERTS THAT STATE OWNERSHIP DF THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION
ALONE 1S AN INSUFFICIENT BAS1S FOR oarsnnxwxne wHETHER

THE SUVIET UNIDN 1S SOCIALIST.

5. THERE HAS BEEN NO PUBLIC CHINESE TREATMENT OF THE
1SSUEs BUT IN THE COLD HALLS OF BEIJING’S MARXIST=LENINIST

INSTITUTEs AND ELSEWHERE IN THE ACADEMY OF SOCIAL
SCIENCESs LIRERAL MARXIST THINKERS CONTINUED TO CONTEMPLATE

THE QUESTIONS OF JUST HOW THE SOVIET UNION WENT ASTRAY.
ONE OF THESE THEORISTSs L1 SHENGZHIs A LEADING

MEMBEK OF THE MARXIST=LENINIST INSTITUTE AND WNOw HEAD
OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTEs IN A PRIVATE CONVERSATION

- SOME TIME AGC PROVIDED Al ASSESSMENT nF SUVIET SUCIETY

THAT ANTICIPATED MUCH OF THE ANALYSI1S 1IN LIU’S TALK. IN
SEPARATE CONVERSATIONSs LIV KEWING ALSU EXPLAINED TO US HIS

VIEW AS TO WHY THE SOVIET UNION wAS NOT A SOCIALIST COUNTRY. -

H1IS ADDPESS OM THE SURJECT TO A UNIVERSITY AUDIENCE AND
THE PRINTING OF TWE TEXT IN AN INTERNMAL DOCUMENT SUGGESTS
THAT THE VIEw wHaS A CERTAIN SANCTION, PRESUMABLY
INCLUDING THE DRESIDENT OF THE ACADEMY OF SUCILAL
SCIENCESs HU W1AUMUs REFPUTEDLY THE MTSY INFLUENTIAL

CONFTIDENTI AL
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THEURIST TN THE DENG GROUPe

6s THE THEORYs As EXPLAINED BY LIUs 1s STRIKING FOR 1ITS
SHARP ATTACK ON. STALINs WHOM THE CHINESE HAD PREVIOUSLY
DEFENDED AS HAVING ACCOMPLISHED == A | A MAU == MURE GOUD
THAN HAFM, LIU ACCUSES STALIN OF HAVING CREATED %a GREAT
EVIL" IN THE BUREAUCRATIC STATEs UOF THEREBY DESTROYING
THE PARTY AND THE LEGAL SYSTEM UF BURYING THE ROOTS 'OF
THE SOCTALIST SYSTEMs AND OF - suppnesstG DISSIDENT,

7« BUT MORE IMPARTANTLYs LIV STATES THAT WHAT WENT hRONG

IN THE SNDVIET uUNJON WAS NOT SIMPLY A CASE OF

THE EXCESSES OF CERTAIN INCIVIDUALS., MOSCOW’S ERRONEOUS
INTERNATL AND EXTERNAL POLICIESs HE ASSERTSs SPRANG FROUM Tht
BUREAUCRATIC STRUCTURE THAT WAS FUSTERED IN THE :SOVIET UNIOUN

UNDER STALIN, AS LIU AND HIS COLLEAGUES SEE ITs THE EXCESSIVE

CONCENTRATION nF pDWER IN THE USSR AND THE DESTRUCTION UF
"SOT1ALIST DENMDCRACYY. LED TO THE CREATIUN UF & BUREAUCRATIC
POWER STRUCTURE, (DTHER CHINESh_YHtQRISTS HAVE OCCASIONALLY
SUGGESTED THATY THE SUVIET BETRAYAL UF SUC1ALIST 1DEALS
BEGAN AS EARLY Ag LENIN’S TIME.) IN QRDER TO MAINTAIN

ITS RULE AND SPECIAL PRIVILEGESs THE POWER STRUCTURE
STRESSED HEAVY INDUSTRY AND MILITARY pOwWERy wHICH

GAVE RISE TD AN UNBALANCED ECONOMY AND INTERNAL CONTRA=
DICTIONS, THIS IN TURN REGCUIRED EXTERNAL EXPANSION

AS A SULUTIGHN,

e LIU CONCEDES THAT 1T WAS LOGICAL FOR STALIN 1IN

THE 20’S AND 3n’s TO EMPHSIZE HEAVY INDUSTRY AND MILITARY
ARMAMENT BECAUSE OF THE "IMPERIALIST ENCIRCLEMENT®

AND THE “FASCIST THEREAT" AT THE TIME, NEVERTHELESSS

THE CONCENTRATTION OF NATIONAL RESUOURCES ON THE

MILIODARY wAS AT THWE EXPENSE OF THE W%ORKERS AND

PEASANTSs AND RUILT UP ITS CwkiN MOMENTUM. THIS EVULVED
INTO "GREAT NATION CHAUVINISM®™ UNDER STALIN AND HEGEMUNIC
EXPANSION" UNDER kKHRUSHEV AND BREZFNEVe FULLUWING

MARXIST GUIDELINESs LIU NMAKES THE 2UTHNT THAT SOVIET
EXTEOMAL ©NLYICIES PEFLECT INTERNAL ECONUMEIC UreANIZAT IUn
ANU DPOLICIES REFLECT INTERNAL ECONUmMIC

DRGANIZATTION AND POLICIES. THE BUREAUCKATIC DICTATURSHIFS
RE CONTENDSs REQUIRES CONTINUING MILITARY. bUlLLU UK AN

TR LRI OT BT I
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EXPANSION ABROAD TO JUSTIFY AND RETIN ITS PUWER AT HOME.

9s IF AND WHEN LIU’S THESIS 1S MADE pyeLlIcC 1T will NOT
HELP SINO=SOVIET RELATIONSS INDEED SCREAMS AND 5HOUT$
FROM THE KREMLIN mAY BE HEARD AROUND THE WORLDes BUT

WHAT STRIKES US 4§ MOST INTERESTING ABOUT LIU'S PAPER 18
THAT LESSONS THAT IT DRAWS FOR CHINA’S (UwWN. FUTURE
DEVELOPMENT, AS L1U SUGGESTSs THE BAsSiIC QUESTION 18 HOW
TC REFQPM A wAprsT-LENINIST SYSTEM s0 AS TO AVO1lD THE
CONCENTRATIUN AN ABUSE OF POWER. LIU PROCLAIMS THAT
CHINA ‘HAS DESTROYED THE SOVIET MODEL AND 1S DEVELOPING A
WCHINESE STYLE SOCIALIST ROAD™ BY REFQRMING BOTH THE
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC SYSTEMSe THE MOST IMPORTANT LESSON
HE DRA¥S FROM THE SOVIET EXPERIENCE 1S THE NECESSITY TC
ELIMINATE POLITICAL ANMD ECCNOMIC PRIVILEGES AND T0O
ESTABLISH A HIGH=LEVEL OF "SOCIALIST DEMOUCRACY."

10e Ik PETVETES LIUFS COLLEAGUE IN THe ACADEMY UF

SOCIAL SCIENCE, L1 SHENGZHIs CONCEDES THAT CHINA

ITSELF HAS BEEN GRAPPLING SINCE LIBERATIUN wITH

THE PROBLEM OF BUREAUCRATIZATION AND THE CONCENTRA=

TION OFPOWER, WHILE FREELY ACKNOWLEDGING THAT CHINa HAS A
LONG wAY TO GO, HE INSISTS THAT THE COUNTRY IS

MOVING SLOWLY IF SPORADICALLY TOWARD INSTITUTICNALIL=
ZATION OF SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY. SPECLFICALLY BY RE-
VITALIZING LOCAL ELECTIONSs REPRESENTATIVE ORGANE sGWORKERS
CONGRESSESs AND DRESS CRITICISWM OF OFFICIALDUM, ‘ANU

BY DECENTRALIZATION OF DECISION MAKINGe L1 TOLD

US RECENTLY THAT CcHINA IS STYDYING THE YUGOSLAV ﬁND
HUNGARIAN EXPEPTIENCF IN DEVELOPING A NEw MURE ‘
DEMOCRATIC MODFEL OF DEVELOPMENT FOR wHICH THERE 18

NO PRECEDENT. ME DESCRIBED THE CHINESE APRROACH As
pra;anqTAL ANMD EXTREMELY PRAGMATIC AT THIS BUINTS

FITH FUTUREs ULTIMATE CuNFIGUREATIONS STILL OBSCUPRE,

HE JOKED THAT TH]s APPROACH MAY BE CALLEUL "DENGISWY

¥HILE MAKING THE POINT THAT THERE 15 NU PRINCIPAL THINKER
Ok TheUiy UNDERLYING TAE CHINESE CRDURSE. -

11 L1 aND LIU REDRESENT A GRUUP oF LIBEKAL MARX1ST
THINVELS 1M CRINZ wHOs wlTH THE APRARENT SUPPURT

OF DENG XI1AUOPING AND PAKTY vicico Crimimmaiv Hu TALLSNOY

vt e E T T A
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ARE ATTEMPYING TO CONSTRUCTY THE THEURETICAL BASE
. FOR A "CHINESE STYLE SOCIALIST ROAD" w= "SINQO=
. COMMUNISM" == A CWINESE VEPSION OF WCOMMUNISM
¥ITH A HUMAN FACE.™

12 THE onpvv RUREAUCRATIC MACHINE IN CHINAs HOWEVERY
1S PROVING AS RESISTANT TO CHANGE AS 317§ SOVIET
COUNTERPART. MOST OF THE LIBERALIZING POLITICAL
REFORMS TDUTED By LI HAVE BEEN MUDERATED UVER THE
PAST YEAR AND CURRENTLY THE REGIMEs IN RESPONSE
TO A CONSERVATIVE DRESSURES! 1S STRESSING MRIGHT
THINKING” AND PARTY DISCIPLINE., VICE PREMIER AN
. LI RECENTLY TOLD A VISITING AMERICAN GROUP THAT
| ON THE QUESTION OF REFORM THE TOP AND THE BUTTOM»
" leEe THE LEADERSHWIP AND THE POPULACE, ARE ON

BOARDy KUT THE PRAOBLEM 1$ "SIX OR SEVEN THOUSAND"
: PEOPLE IN YHE »~IDDLE. THESE SEVERAL THUUSAND»
| HUWEVERs REPRESENT MILLIONS OF PARTY AND GOVERNMEN]
BUREAUCKATS WHD WMAVE A VESTED INTERST IN THE

STATUS QUOD,. THE OLD EMPIRE o= CHINA’S Uwin PARTY
BUREAUCRATIC STATE == STILL STRIKES BACK WHEN
THREATENED. THE LEADERSHIP HAS NOT EVEN BEEN ABLE

TO INSTITUTE A SYSTEM OF MANDATORY RETIREMENTe L1
EMPHASIZED IN H1S CONVERSATIONS ®ITH US THAT

SOCIETAL CHANGE AND NEW ECONOMIC DIRECTIUNSs PARTI]e
CULARLY IN INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATIUNs wQULD OF NECESSITY
BE EXTREMELY GRApUAL GIVEN THE ENORMOUSLY COMPLICATED
_TASK DF SUCH CHANGES IN A COUNTRY AS VAST AS CHINA,

13. THUSs THE QUESTION REMAINS wHETHER CR TO WHAT
DEGREE A MARXIST=LENINIST SYSTE# CAN BE REFURMED
FROM THE TUE, JFONICALLYs MAD LIKE DENG WAS PRE=
OCCUPIED wITH THIS PROBLEMe MAU’S TREATMENTs HUWEVERS
PRUOVED wORSE ThHan THE DISEASEs AND DENG HAS UNLY
BEGUN TO TEST H1g APPROACH OF INSTITUTING CHECKS
AND BALAMCES AND DECENTRALIZATI1ON,. DENG’S REURDERING
OF NATIUNAL PRNIDITIES TC EMPHASIZE L1647 INDUSTRYS
 CONSUmMEK GNODS, aND LIVING STANOARDS, a4l #«ELL AS
RADICAL DECENTPAL1ZATION OF THE ECONOMY AND THE
OPENIWG NF THE oy TTICAL PROCESS TO nNON=CUMMUNIST
(BUT NOY BANTI=CnMMUNIST) EL&MtNTb' ARE ALL BASED

CuinF jue vl 1AL
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' UPON A REASONED REJECTION OF THE STALINIST MUDEL.

14¢ LIU KEMING’S CATHING CRITICISM OF SOVIET

SOCIETY AND THE BUREAUCRATIC STATE SUGGESTS THAT

THE PEFOKMIST view 1S ALIVE AND wELL IN BEIJING,

WHILE == AS MEMTIONED ABOVE == THE ULTIMATE COhe

" FIGURATION F CHINA’S EVOLVING STRUCTUKE 1S 1IN DGUBT
EVEN IN THE MINDS OF ITS ADVOCATES IN THE BUREAUCRACYs
THERE CAN BE LITTLE DOUBT THAT THE TREND 1S AwAY

FRUM THE COMBREHENSIVE POLITICAL=ECUNOMIC TOTALITARIAN
CONTROLS BUILD ON THE SOVIET MODEL. RATHERs CHINA 1S MUVING INTO
WHAT MIGHT BE CALLED "SIND=COMMUNISMn == A RELATIVELY
MUCH MOPE LIBERAL AND FLEX1BLE BRAND OF CHINESE "MARKET
SOCIALISM,." ' ‘

HUMME |
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